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Urging African-Americans to actively participate in shaping their political destinies—and often leading the charge—
the Pittsburgh Courier was once the most widely circulated black newspaper in the U.S. in the early 20th century.

The newspaper campaigned for increasing the number of black physicians and opening a hospital to serve the
black community in Pittsburgh, where white facilities often refused to provide services. In the 1930s, the newspaper
led a nationwide protest against the Amos ‘n’ Andy radio show and its advertisers because of the media’s offensive
portrayal of African-Americans. The publication’s “Double V” campaign during World War II demanded equal rights
at home for black soldiers risking their lives overseas.

Through the decades, intellectuals and influential writers such as W.E.B. DuBois, Marcus Garvey, James Weldon
Johnson, Zora Neale Hurston, and others have written columns or reported for the newspaper. For access to these
writers and more, ProQuest offers more than 90 continuous years of the Pittsburgh Courier online.

To witness how black political activism helped shape America, 
start here. 

Illuminate history, online and cover to cover.

ProQuest is proud to play a role in preserving this
historic newspaper for future generations by digitizing it
for the first time anywhere. The Pittsburgh Courier, like
all titles within the ProQuest Historical Newspapers™—
Black Newspapers collection, lets researchers:

ä Browse complete issues, cover to cover.

ä Search by more than 20 article types, keyword, date 
ranges, specific dates, author, and more.

ä Focus on relevant information quickly with 
hit-term highlighting.

ä View news articles, photos, advertisements, 
classified ads, obituaries, cartoons, and more for 
added context.

ä Print and download articles and images in PDF format.

ä Study the progression of issues over time with 
ProQuest’s complete runs of newspapers.

ä Cross-search topics with all ProQuest Historical 
Newspapers for a broader view of issues and events.



ProQuest makes it easy for both novice researchers and information professionals to find relevant information
quickly, with basic and advanced search options. Searches can be confined to specific article types and dates to
focus on the most relevant information. Each newspaper page is zoned into article images, and each newspaper
image is supported with searchable ASCII text. Combined, these features mean faster, more effective searches
for users. ProQuest digitizes documents at the highest possible resolution to deliver clean, readable images, and
highlights search terms to focus readers on the most relevant content.

Researchers can sort their results by oldest, most recent, or most relevant. In addition, stories that originally
spanned multiple pages of a newspaper are “threaded” together, appearing as one continuous image and
improving readability. Users can view and easily download articles, front pages, photos, display ads, and more in
PDF format. They also can use the “My Research” summary feature to track recent searches, save articles, email
documents, create a bibliography, export citations, and create Web pages.

Focus on research instead of the mechanics of finding data. 

Your single source for centuries of continuous historical news coverage. 

The Pittsburgh Courier is part of the ProQuest Historical Newspapers—Black Newspapers collection, 
which also features:

ä Atlanta Daily World (1931–2003)
ä Los Angeles Sentinel (1934–2005)
ä New York Amsterdam News (1922–1993)
ä Chicago Defender (1910–1975)

These newspapers are also cross-searchable with the ProQuest Black Studies Center in addition to the entire
ProQuest Historical Newspapers library, which includes the following titles:

ä The New York Times (1851–2005)
ä Washington Post (1877–1991)
ä Chicago Tribune (1849–1986)
ä The Atlanta Constitution (1868–1944)
ä The Hartford Courant (1764–1984)
ä The Guardian (1821–2003) and 

The Observer (1791–2003)
ä The Wall Street Journal (1889–1990)

For historical news reporting and information that crosses centuries and continents, start here.
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ä Los Angeles Times (1881–1986)
ä The Christian Science Monitor (1908–1994)
ä The Boston Globe (1872–1924)
ä New York Tribune (1841–1922)
ä The Baltimore Sun (1837–1922)
ä The Irish Times (1859–2006) and 

Weekly Irish Times (1876–1958)
ä San Francisco Chronicle (1865–1922)

ä Cleveland Call & Post (1934–1991)
ä The Norfolk Journal and Guide (1921–2003)
ä The Philadelphia Tribune (1912–2001)
ä The Baltimore Afro-American (1893–1988)


