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—The Columbia Companion to the 
Twentieth-Century American Short 
Story (Columbia University Press, 2000)

—The Columbia Dictionary of Modern 
Literary and Cultural Criticism
(Columbia University Press, 1995)

—The Columbia Dictionary of Modern 
European Literature (Columbia 
University Press, 1980)

—Encyclopedia of American Poetry: The 
Nineteenth Century (Fitzroy Dearborn 
Publishers, 1998)

—Encyclopedia of the Novel (Fitzroy 
Dearborn Publishers, 1998) 

• The Annual Bibliography of English 
Language and Literature (ABELL) from 
1920 onwards, comprising information on 
more than 880,000 journal articles, 
monographs, book reviews, and doctoral 
dissertations

• New! MLA International Bibliography 
premium add-on module, offering 
references to books and articles from 
around the world on modern languages 
and literatures, linguistics, folklore, and 
other related topics. It covers more than 
4,400 academic journals, and indexes 
more than 65,000 books and articles 
annually for a total of more than 2 
million records

• Detailed indexing and full searching of 
over 4,000 authoritative websites for 
literature

• The complete Webster’s Third New 
International Dictionary, Unabridged, The 
Concise Oxford Dictionary, and The 
Shakespeare Glossary—cross-searchable 
from a combined search box

And with new material added in each
monthly release, Literature Online is
unrivaled for coverage, quality, and
currency. n In addition, an intuitive new
interface, sophisticated search options,
enhanced research capabilities, and helpful
tools make it easier than ever for
researchers to search this unique resource
and pinpoint the information they want.

From Anglo-Saxon bards to hip-hop poets, our new edition of Literature Online takes the core

elements of the renowned Literature Online database and adds more content, tools, and power. It

combines cutting-edge criticism and core reference materials with current and classic poetry, prose,

and drama and a clean, easy-to-use interface.

Literature Online—Then…
Literature Online’s launch in 1996 broke new ground in electronic publishing and set the standard for the
delivery of scholarly materials over the Internet. It’s now available in hundreds of libraries and academic
institutions around the world. 

Quick Search allows users to search across the
entire contents of Literature Online from any page.

Literature Online offers more than 350,000 literary works, as well as
an extensive library of criticism, reference works, and journals.

Literature Online offers extensive coverage of
contemporary, multicultural authors including
biographies, primary works, and criticism.

Literature Online
the new research standard

Today, Literature Online features even more
authors and literary texts—with extensive
coverage of 20th-century works by
multicultural authors. It also offers more
comprehensive indexing of websites as well
as a huge library of criticism and reference
material, including:

• Over 190 full-text literary journals (fully 
searchable and accessible through their 
tables of contents) with over 110,000 
critical articles

• Over 6,500 essays of literary criticism 
from complete, full-text literary reference 
books and textbooks covering critical 

terms, literary movements, world fiction, 
and poetry

• More than 22,000 of the latest poems, 
short stories, and essays by top 
contemporary authors identified and 
searchable from our full-text journal 
collection. Most of these works are not 
available in any anthology

• Information on over 10,000 contemporary 
authors

• Over 3,800 commissioned biographies of 
contemporary and canonical authors 
worldwide

• A wealth of bibliographic information to 
support study and research in literature

• Nearly 900 Poets on Screen video clips 
showing key modern poets reading 
contemporary and classic poems

• Eight complete cross-searchable 
reference titles from respected academic 
publishers:
—The Concise Oxford Dictionary of 

Literary Terms (Oxford University 
Press, 1990) 

—The New Princeton Encyclopedia of 
Poetry and Poetics (Princeton 
University Press, 1993) 

—Encyclopedia of Post-
Colonial Literatures in English
(Routledge, 1994) 

…And Now
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“Literature Online is a 
perfect example of literary
innovation”
—Dr. Richard Harp, University of Nevada, Las Vegas



With Literature Online, you can find new
connections that cross the centuries and
span the globe. You retrieve key literary
texts in seconds, saving valuable research
and study time, while you uncover patterns
and trends in moments that otherwise
might have taken years of research to
uncover. You can select a text that inspires
you, compare its language to similar works,
learn about its author, or find out how it
influenced other writers and read what
they’ve said about it. You can conduct
textual analyses that trace the use of
words and themes across literary genres,
movements, and time periods. Literature
Online puts you at the center of a textual
universe, wherever you are, with:

• Direct access to over 350,000 texts 
spanning 1,400 years, including 339,000 
works of poetry, more than 5,000 plays, 
and 2,250 key novels and short stories

• More than 170,000 literary texts 
published since 1900, including over 
35,000 works by women and nearly 
11,000 by African-American writers. Most 
of these texts are copyright works which 
are not available electronically from any 
other source

• The highest standards for accuracy of 
texts through double-keying of complete, 
authoritative editions for 99.97% accuracy
and careful reflection of the original 
layout on each page

• Precision journal searching and browsing 
that allow easy access to more than 
22,000 current works in today’s issues of 
literary journals—before they’re 
available in anthologies

• Links to 5,200 Web resources. The links 
are selected for their quality and range of 
useful literary materials

• KnowledgeNotes™, text-based student 
guides, provide critical study and in-depth 
introductions to key novels, poems, and 
plays that support literature teaching 
programs

• All of the critical and reference resources 
that are needed to put the works in 
Literature Online into proper context

Literature Online will continually grow as
new texts are converted to electronic form,
new reference resources are created, and
additional websites are identified within
the service. 
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< >Poets on Screen offers nearly 900 unique video clips showing
modern poets reading contemporary and classic works. Users can see
and hear the top poets of the day reading poems and discussing
key influences for their work. You can use Poets on Screen to:

• Offer users modern interpretations of classic poems by today’s 
poets, bringing poetry alive and supporting classroom discussion

• Support community outreach efforts such as National Poetry 
Month, as well as poetry readings and discussions

Travel the World of Literature, 
Without Leaving the Library

Searching—
Outside the Box
• Quick Search lets users search all of 

Literature Online’s resources for over 
16,000 authors, more than 350,000 
literary works, full text of more than 190 
specialist literature journals, a vast 
reference shelf, and ABELL together 
with the MLA International Bibliography 
for subscribers to the add-on module

• Users can browse the tables of contents 
of more than 190 leading literature 
journals—including Black Scholar, 
Diacritics, Studies in English Literature, 
Modern Fiction Studies, and New 
Literary History—and search for current 
criticism and literary works

• Literature Online now cross-searches a 
selection of relevant titles from Oxford 
Reference Online’s Core, Premier 
Literature Collections, including:

—The new five-volume Oxford 
Encyclopedia of British Literature

—The new four-volume Oxford 
Encyclopedia of Children’s Literature

—The four-volume Oxford Encyclopedia
of American Literature

—The Oxford Companion to English 
Literature

—The Oxford Guide to Literature in 
Engligh Translation

Useful Tools for
Researchers,
Librarians, and
Students
• Content Alerts keep users on top of the 

latest additions and updates for authors 
in Literature Online 

• My Archive offers a password-protected 
personal archive of the user’s marked 
articles, previous searches, and 
publications visited, all available for 
review in one easy-to-find location.
Users can also add their own notes to 
each item

• Durable URLs let users bookmark articles 
of interest for future reference

• OpenURL linking lets researchers 
seamlessly link from citations in both the 
MLA International Bibliography and 
ABELL to full-text articles in other 
OpenURL-compliant resources 

• Intuitive hit markers and navigation 
arrows let users seamlessly navigate 
through the database and quickly find the 
information they need

• Poets on Screen gives a first-hand look at 
current and classic poetry through a unique 
collection of nearly 900 film clips featuring 
contemporary poets reading their own and 
other poets’ works

• Citation software support lets users mark 
articles online, then print a bibliography in 
their choice of citation styles

• Users can link directly from Literature 
Online to full text in JSTOR collections 

• A dedicated resource area provides 
librarians with customization options, 
free online training tools, downloadable 
user guides, technical support, customer 
service, and more. It also includes areas 
with resources and information tailored 
to research academic faculty, staff, and 
students

Users can save searches and results for later
use with the My Archive feature. They can re-
access these records later, add notes, or email
records or citations to others.

A New Interface—Simplified. Stronger. Smarter.
Our cleaner, more intuitive interface has a number of new features and capabilities to help both novice and

expert users search the vast wealth of literary works in Literature Online.Though the look and feel of the

interface remains the same, now it’s more powerful and easier to use than ever—giving users quick access

to a wide range of information in a single search including more than 350,000 primary texts, over 190 full-

text journals, 5,200 key websites, multimedia, criticism, biographies, and ABELL.
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Researchers can easily search, study, analyze, and compare the
texts in Literature Online.

Complete contents of the database are fully
browseable, including all collections of literary
works and full-text journals.
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Twentieth-Century
American Poetry An
unparalleled collection of 52,600 poems
drawn from 750 volumes by over 300
poets, including Adrienne Rich, Ezra
Pound, e.e. cummings, and Robert Frost.
Featured in this collection are the New
York School, the Chicago School, Deep
Image Movement, the Beats, and the
Black Mountain poets. 

Twentieth-Century
African American
Poetry The full text of almost 9,000
poems (dating back to 1900) by 62 of the
most important African-American poets
including Audre Lord, Langston Hughes,
Rita Dove, and Imamu Amiri Baraka. 

American Poetry Over 40,000
poems by more than 200 American
writers from the Colonial Period to the
early 20th century.

African American
Poetry, 1760-1900 Nearly 3,000
poems written by African-American poets
in the late 18th and 19th centuries.

Canadian Poetry Poetry from
1668 through the early 20th century,
featuring 19,000 poems by 177 poets.
Created in partnership with the Electronic
Text Centre of the University of New
Brunswick.

Twentieth-Century
English Poetry A collection of
598 volumes of poetry by 283 poets from
1885 to 2000, including W.B. Yeats,
Rudyard Kipling, Seamus Heaney,
Benjamin Zephaniah, and Tony Harrison.

English Poetry, Second
Edition More than 183,000 poems
by over 2,700 poets, redefining the
English poetic canon from the 8th century
to the early 20th century.

The Faber Poetry Library
Online access to 50 of the most
distinguished poets of the 20th century,
including Ted Hughes, Sylvia Plath, and
T.S. Eliot.

American Drama, 1714-1915
American Drama offers 1,500 plays—the
largest collection of full-text American
dramatic literature from the beginning of
the American theater to 1915. Provides
exhaustive coverage of African American
drama of the period.

English Drama, 1280-1915
A combination of English Verse Drama
and English Prose Drama, this collection
offers 4,000 plays by 1,200 authors from
the 13th century to the early 20th century.

Early American Fiction,
1789-1875  Early American Fiction
offers 730 works by 130 of the most
important American authors. These
include full text of the first editions of
novels and short stories written before
1876 by authors of the period such as
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Harriet Beecher
Stowe, Louisa May Alcott, and Mark
Twain. Early American Fiction also
features the first American novel, the
first African-American novel, and many
works by lesser-known but influential
writers such as Catharine Maria
Sedgewick. The collection is produced in
collaboration with the University of
Virginia.

Nineteenth-Century
Fiction A collection of 250
complete novels from 1782-1903, by all the
major writers of the period such as
Charles Dickens, Jane Austen, the Brontës,
George Eliot, and Thomas Hardy.

Eighteenth-Century
Fiction Works of selected English
prose from 1700-1780, depicting the rise
of a new genre, the novel. Key authors
featured include Jonathan Swift, Daniel
Defoe, Samuel Johnson, and Henry
Fielding. Women writers are strongly
represented and their works can be
identified through a gender search. 

Early English Prose
Fiction, 1500-1700 The largest
corpus of prose fiction works of its kind
available, including Elizabethan and
Restoration fiction, jest books, collections of
short pieces and novella, and popular fiction.

Annual Bibliography of
English Language and
Literature+ An acclaimed
reference for English studies, with
approximately 880,000 bibliographical
records from 1920 to the present day.

The King James Bible The
complete English text of the King James
Bible including all prefatory matter,
notes, running heads, and glossaries.

Webster’s Third New
International
Dictionary, Unabridged
An international reference work to the
English language, containing over
450,000 entries. Each entry gives the part
of speech, origin, and meanings.

Literature Online brings together the
contents of the following databases into
one fully searchable resource.

Fo
u

r
Fiv

e

Isabel A
llende

M
ark Tw

ain

We have a number of additional
literature resources that you
might be interested in as well:

MLA International
Bibliography —a leading
annual bibliography covering
more than 4,400 academic
journals, and indexing more than
66,000 books and articles
annually for a total of more than
2 million records

20th Century Drama—
a dynamic, inclusive collection of
2,500 plays in the English
language, from countries all over
the world, offering incomparable
scholarship opportunity across
genders, ethnicities, and
nationalities

African Writers Series—
New! A digital version of the
Heinemann African Writers Series
that assembles key works for
research on contemporary African
writers and post-colonial writing.
Researchers can perform textual
analyses of leading African novels
together with volumes of poetry,
drama, and fictional works.

Fully integrated add-on collections
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For more information
on Literature Online or to request a free trial, contact
your account representative at 800-521-0600 or 
734-761-4700, ext. 3344, or email us at
pqsales@il.proquest.com. You can also visit our
website at http://lion.chadwyck.com.

789 E. Eisenhower Parkway, P.O. Box 1346, Ann Arbor, MI  48106-1346   USA  • 800.521.0600  • www.chadwyck.com
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Why not open the door to literature
research in your library today?

Take a look at Literature Online for yourself at
http://lion.chadwyck.com.

• Begin the research process by browsing 
current journals and identifying relevant 
periodical articles, book reviews, and 
monographs published between 1920 
and today

• Compare and contrast writing styles of 
different authors from the same genre or 
time period

• Perform textual analyses of works in all 
literature collections or just those of 
interest to you

• Identify the first use of a given word or 
trace the change in the meaning of a 
word across time periods and genres

• Review up-to-date criticism or access 
current works by a particular author

• Look up details of an author from a 
growing collection of 3,800 biographies

With Literature Online, You Can…
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