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San Francisco Chronicle                
Coverage: 1865–1922

Not earthquakes, not fires, not even the murder of one of its owners by a minister could stop the independent
and often irreverent presses of the San Francisco Chronicle. Founded by two teenage brothers in 1865 when the
West was still wild, this newspaper lets researchers travel back in time to experience the completion of the
transcontinental railroad, the Klondike gold rush, the San Francisco earthquake and fire of 1906, America’s entry
into World War I, and many other events that shaped both the City by the Bay and the United States. 

As part of the ProQuest Historical Newspapers™ program, the San Francisco Chronicle (1865–1922) has been digitized
from cover to cover. It can be cross-searched with the Los Angeles Times, The New York Times, and other important
historical newspaper titles, letting researchers track the news as it travelled across the country and around the globe.

To trace San Francisco’s history from a muddy frontier town full of pistol-packing pioneers and corrupt
politicians, through its entry into the Roaring ‘20s, start here.

To strike historical gold, start here. 

Northwestern perspective. Broad appeal. 

Mark Twain, Bret Harte, Jack London, and Rex Beach are
among the writers who contributed to the San Francisco
Chronicle’s pages—some without benefit of a byline—
during the early years. Today’s researchers, in addition
to browsing articles online, also can search for and view
birth and death announcements, advertisements,
editorials, cartoons, reviews, and more. Together, these
resources provide a colorful, panoramic view of a
unique place and time in American history. 

During its first five decades, the San Francisco Chronicle
presented issues from a young, Northwestern
perspective. It gives casual readers as well as scholars a
window through which to view and study westward
expansion, Chinese immigration, machine politics,
urban planning, war, public policy, and more. The
newspaper’s content makes it a valuable resource for
students of business, cultural studies, political science,
and American history, as well as for genealogists and
those library patrons who just want to be entertained.



ProQuest makes it easy for both novice researchers and information professionals to find relevant information
quickly with basic and advanced search options. Searches can be narrowed by over 20 specific article types and
dates to focus on the most relevant information. Each newspaper page is zoned into article images, and each
newspaper image is supported with searchable ASCII text. Combined, these features mean faster, more effective
searches for users. 

ProQuest digitizes documents at the highest possible resolution to deliver clean, readable images. Researchers
can sort their results by oldest, most recent, or most relevant. In addition, stories that originally spanned multiple
pages of a newspaper are “threaded” together, appearing as one continuous image and improving readability.
Users can view and easily download articles, front pages, photos, display ads, and more in PDF format.

The “My Research” summary feature can be used to track recent searches, save articles, email documents,
create a bibliography, export citations, and create Web pages.

Effective searches. Fast finds. 

More to explore.
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ä The Christian Science Monitor (1908–1994)
ä The Irish Times (1859–2006) & 

Weekly Irish Times (1876–1958)
ä The Atlanta Constitution (1868–1944)
ä The Boston Globe (1872–1924)
ä The Hartford Courant (1764–1984)
ä The Baltimore Sun (1837–1922)

The San Francisco Chronicle is part of—and cross-searchable with—ProQuest Historical Newspapers, the
definitive digital archive of 19 million digitized pages of full-text and full-image newspapers from significant
national U.S. and international titles dating back to the 18th century. This offering includes full runs of:

ä Los Angeles Times (1881–1986)
ä The New York Times (1851–2005)
ä New York Tribune (1841–1922)
ä The Wall Street Journal (1889–1990)
ä The Guardian (1821–2003) & 

The Observer (1791–2003)
ä Washington Post (1877–1991)
ä Chicago Tribune (1849–1986)

In addition to the newspapers above, the San Francisco Chronicle is cross-searchable with the American
Periodicals Series Online and the Historical Black Newspapers collection. ProQuest continues to add U.S. and
international titles to its Historical Newspapers program, developing an online primary source that enables
readers to compare how news about major events is covered across continents and over time.

For historical news reporting and information that crosses centuries and continents, start here.


