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The John Peabody Harrington Papers, housed in the National Anthropological Archives in the National
Museum of Natural History, comprise over 750,000 pages of Harrington's documents written in a mixture of
phonetically transcribed native terms, English and, occasionally, Spanish. Included are field notes; slip-file
dictionaries; unpublished grammars and other manuscripts in various stages of completion; notes and drafts for
published writings; photographs, sketches and maps; correspondence; and accounts of expenses.

The Papers have been arranged first by the geographic areas in which each group of Indians lived and then by
tribe. Within each tribal division are "subseries,” such as VVocabulary, Grammar, Texts, and Ethnographic
Notes.

Included with each section of the collection is a detailed guidebook giving the contents of each reel,
background information on the circumstances of Harrington's fieldwork on the given tribes, occasional photos
and maps, a listing and description of his informants, and cross references to other parts of the Papers.

Linguists, anthropologists and historians will find this collection to be an essential research tool.

CONTENTS OF THE COLLECTION

Complete Collection: 494 reels

1) ALASKA/NORTHWEST COAST, 30 reels plus paper guide/index

Reels 1-9 Aleut

Reels 10-12 Tlingit/Eyak

Reels 13-14 Northern Athapascan
Nicola/Thompson
Lummi/Nespelem

Reel 15 Duwamish

Reel 16 Chimakum/Clallam
Makah/Quileute

Reels 17-18 Quinault/Chehalis/Cowlitz
Chinook/Chinook Jargon

Reel 19 "Kwalhioqua-Tlatskanai"

Reel 20 Tillamook

Reels 21-24  Alsea/Siuslaw/Coos

Reels 25-27  Southwest Oregon Athapascan

Reel 28 Galice/Applegate
Takelma

Reels 29-30 General and Miscellaneous
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2) NORTHERN AND CENTRAL CALIFORNIA, 101 reels plus paper guide/index

Reels 1-2 Klamath
Wiyot/Yurok/Mattole
Reels 3-4 Coast Yuki/Northern and Central Pomo/Kato
Reel 5 Coast Miwok
Lake and Coast Miwok/Southeastern Pomo/Wappo
Nisenan/Northern Sierra Miwok
Southern Pomo/Central Sierra Miwok
Reels 6-19 Karok/Shasta/Konomihu
Reels 20-24 Chimariko/Hupa
Reels 25-26  Achomawi/Atsugewi/Wintu/Yana
Reels 27-35 Yana/Achomawi/Wintu/Chimariko
Reels 36-80 Costanoan
Reels 81-83 Esselen
Reels 84-88 Salinan
Reels 89-101  Yokuts
3) SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA/BASIN, 182 reels plus paper guide/index
Reels 1-96 Chumash
Reel 97 Tubatulabal
Reels 98-100  Kitanemuk
Reel 101 Serrano
Reels 102-105 Gabrielino
Reel 106 Fernandeno

Reels 107-114 Cahuilla
Reels 115-129 Luiseno/Juaneno

Reel 130 Cupeno

Reels 131-147 Chemehuevi

Reel 148-168 Mohave

Reels 169-170 Diegueno (US and Baja)

Reels 171 Paipai/Kiliwa
Ute/Paiute/Shoshoni

Reels 172-182 General and Miscellaneous Materials

4) SOUTHWEST, 58 reels plus paper guide/index

Reel 1 Apache and Kiowa Apache
Reels 2-25 Navaho

Reel 26 Hopi

Reels 27-30 Zuni

Reel 31 Acoma/Laguna/Santo Domingo
Reel 32 Cochiti

Reel 33-35 Jemez

Reel 36 Isleta/Isleta Del Sur/Piro

Reel 37 Picuris

Reels 38-49 Taos

Reels 50-57 Tewa

Reel 58 General and Miscellaneous Materials
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Reels 1-13
Reels 14-15
Reel 16
Reel 17

Continued
5) PLAINS, 17 reels plus paper guide/index
Kiowa
Hidatsa/Mandan/Crow
Caddo/Pawnee/Wichita/Comanche
Siouan

6) NORTHEAST/SOUTHEAST, 18 reels plus paper guide/index

Reel 1
Reel 2
Reels 3-8
Reel 9
Reels 10-12
Reel 13
Reel 14
Reel 15
Reel 16
Reel 17
Reel 18

Algonquian

Shawnee/Peoria

Western Abnaki/Eastern Abnaki/Passamaquoddy
Massachusett

Mahican/Stockbridge

Northern Iroquoian

Wyandot

Delaware (Oklahoma and Ontario)
Powhatan

Cherokee
Creek/Seminole/Alabama/Koasati/Choctaw
General and Miscellaneous Materials

7) MEXICO/CENTRAL AMERICA/SOUTH AMERICA, 36 reels plus paper guide/index

Reel 1
Reels 2-7
Reels 8-12
Reel 13
Reels 14-25
Reel 26
Reels 27-35
Reel 36

Pima/Papago/Seri/Opata

Nahuatl

Quiche

Cakchiquel

Yucatec

Cuna

Records relating to South American languages
General and Miscellaneous Materials

8) NOTES AND WRITINGS ON SPECIAL LINGUISTIC STUDIES,
35 reels plus paper guide/index

Reels 1-2

Reel 3

Reel 4
Reel 5
Reel 6

Reel 7
Reels 8-11
Reels 12-20

Reel 21
Reel 22
Reel 23
Reels 24-28
Reels 29-35

Supplemental Material on Alaska/Northwest Coast

Supplemental Material on Northern and Central California
Supplemental Material on Southern California/Basin

Supplemental Material on the Southwest

Supplemental Material on the Plains

Supplemental Material on the Northeast/Southeast

Supplemental Material on Mexico/Central America/South America
Miscellaneous Linguistic and Ethnographic Notes

Linguistic Questionnaires

Bibliographic and Library-Related Materials

Memoranda Prepared in Response to Letters of Inquiry

Records Relating to non-American Languages

Records Relating to Arabic Origins of Spanish Words

Records Relating to Personal Names

Records Relating to State Names, Province Names, and Other Geographical Names
Records Relating to the Siberian Origin of the American Indian
Records Relating to Lectures

Records Relating to Phonetics

Miscellaneous Writings on Various Linguistic Topics

Various Writings on Linguistics
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9) A GUIDE TO THE CORRESPONDENCE, 17 reels plus paper guide/index
Reels 1-11 Letters Received
Reels 12-17 Letters Sent
Third Person Letters
Correspondence from the Records of the B.A.E. (1910-1959)
Correspondence from the Papers of Matthew W. Sterling (1942-1960)

Comments about the Harrington Papers collection on microfilm:

“J.P. Harrington was one of the most accurate phoneticians among early twentieth century Americanists. His field
notes are a rich source of information on Amerindian languages, culture and acculturation as well as local history and
place names. They are a mine of data for anthropologists, linguists, and historians.”

Catherine A. Callaghan, Ohio State University

“To anyone with an interest on Native American language, history and culture, publication of the Harrington Papers
is a significant and long awaited event. The breadth of Harrington's work, broadly based in history, ethno-science,
anthropology, linguistics and even poetry, gives us an invaluable source of information not available elsewhere.”
Geoffrey Gamble, Washington State University

“The Papers of John Peabody Harrington contain a broad range of information on the languages and cultures of the
American Indians. These materials are deserving of painstaking and judicious study.”
Mary Haas, University of California, Berkeley

“No institution or individual dedicated to understanding the language and culture of our First Americans can afford
to overlook the most significant, unpublished contributions from a single man, the notes of John P. Harrington.”
Travis Hudson, Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History

“The Papers of John Peabody Harrington constitute an invaluable source for the study of the history, language, and
anthropology of many native Indian groups.

The microfilm appears to be of consistently good quality, the images, usually two to a frame, clearly legible...where
manuscript pages are in poor condition, typed transcripts appear on the film adjacent to the original version.

In contrast to the highly disorganized body of data to which the Smithsonian Institution fell heir, the contents of the
microfilm are carefully and systematically arranged and follow a consistent format throughout. <

About the Guide to Part 1:

“The well-arranged data recorded on these reels, however, would have only limited research value if it were not for the
accompanying...paperback guide. It is this excellent publication that renders the microfilm reels readily accessible and
is itself an indispensable research tool. In addition to detailing the contents of the reels, the guide includes a wealth of
related information.”

MICROFORM REVIEW
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